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Febryary, 2006 Meesbing

There will not be a February meeting of the SNRC. Mike Svos
had planned Lo have the meeting at the Hobby Depot, but will be out
of town at that time. MNone of the members who have not held
meetings in the last decade stepped forward te Fill the woid.

January . 2006 Mseting

The December meeting of the Sudbury Northern Rallvoad Club
wag held at al Melanson’s home on Tussday, Jan. L0th, 20056, SNRC
members thank al for his hospitality. o

Mesting Schedules -~ 2006
Jan. &l Melanson -~ held meeting
Y R nothing scheduled
Mar . Garth Harris
apy .  Dicks/Richard Gatteoni
May Mike Svos

AT S nothing scheduled
OCE v e e ek nothing scheduled
MOV w e e e Irain Show

DEC . i e nothing scheduled
SHNRC Club News

Who Does What in 2006

The individuals listed at the end of the TRAX newsletter
continue to pevform the same dubies in 2006. Mike Swvos continues
to look after the un~rewarding job of organizing meseting locations:
Garth Harris Tills the treasurer’s position, taking the dues and
looking after the books. A&l Stacey continuss putting together the
TRAX newslettsr. Not listed bslow is Trevor Ross who has done a
supey  Job getting an all-clubs website up and running. Once a
suitable transfer method is arvived at, Trevor will bs putting the
current and back issues of TRaX on-line.

Membership List

Enclosed with this month’s TRaX is the 2006 Membership List.
Please let the Editor know if therve are any corrvections requived.
The continued brow-beating of the last two years appears to have
paid off as all of last vear’s members melt the deadline for handing
in their dues. Treasurer Garth HMarris was able to provide the list
of pald-up members in time for the membership list to be sent with
the Fabruary TRAaX.

New Membey
The Sudbury Morthern Raillway Club welcomes new member Robert
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Lachance. Robert’s address is included in the 2006 membership list.

Member RBack in the Fold

SNRC old=timers will remember Yal Croswell from North Ray who
often, along with other North Bav-ites, made the trek down to Lthe
cccasional meeting in Sudbury. VYal has re-joined the Club to see
what’s going on in this neck of the woods. Good toe have Val back
as he will be able to pass on Sudbury clubs doings to the Gateway
City bovs and they can let us know what they are up to. Mavbe SNRC
should trek over there in the $Spring and check out the rail
activity. Welcome back, Val.

Familiar Faces Rack to the Meetlngs .
Eldon and Bruce Emmerson re-upped for 2006, Great to have them
back at the meetings.

Modular News

Mike Svos tells "TRax" he is in the process of compiling
membership lists of those club membsrs who may be in one or more
clubs (SNRC, Modular, MN~Trak) and who has paid their respective
duss. It appears there ave some individuals who are under the
impression that one membership is sufficlent to cover all clubs.
If vou have besen gobbling donuts in another club for free, now is
the time to get right with the big guy.

Rail Mews in General

For Want of a MNail, .., .

& recent article in the financial news reports that Canadian
Pacific Railway’s bottom line may take a hit from lack of tires.
at Tirst one might wonder what sort of rvolling steock would still
have replaceable steel tirves heat shrunk in place, as was the
practice with steam locomotives of times past. As it turns out, the
tives are rubber and never sse 120 pound rvall other than being
carrised as freight. It appears there is & world-wide shortage of
the large tirves used Tor earthmovers and other hesavy mining
gauipment. Mow does this affect CPR? Much of the success of CPR’s
bottom line iIs tied to the transmort of bulk coal out in Western
Canacla. No tires for open pit trucks results in reduced shipments
of coal and less profit for the railway,

Mew Books ., Mew Books

A book written in 1947 dossn’t really qualify as a new book,
but this classic should be in the library of evervone interested
in Canadian rvallwavs and rail history. "Whern the 8&tesl Went
Through', by P. Turner Bone is an autobiography of a rajilway civil
angineer who spent considerable time working on the western
povtions of the Canadian Pacific Raillway during construction.

Born in avrshire, Scotland and schooled there he sventually
arvived in Canada in 1882 and took up emplovyment on  the
congtruction of the Ontaric and Quebsc Railway. From there he was
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called to the West by some of the 0&0Q staff who had previously
moved on to work on the CPR,

Bone includes an interesting description of vailway
constyuction in the 1880°s, from surveving, mlanning and location
lavout. In a few words, the objective is to take the stuff from the
high spots and fill in the low spots without taking too much or
ending up with too much, keeping a workable grade and sasy curves.

One of Bone’s movse humovous narratives Involwves an incldsnt
while carrving out some drafting. Some of the local Indians started
to hang around in Bone’s office a bilit too much interfering with his
work., While they were gone he rigged up a buffale skull with =
hidden string that would work the jaw. The next time the office was
over-populated with Indians, Bone worked the string to set the Jaw
chattering. The room was wacated in an instant.

"When the Steel Went Through' might be found at the library
or, if lucky, at a used book store. o

From the Distant Past

Today’s locomotive enginsers sit up in an alir-conditionesd
safety cab with all of the latest technology at their finger tips.
The life of & steam locomotive engineser in the 1800°%s was
congiderably less comfortable. From a Toronto newspaperx of August,
1882 a story is told of havdships endured by one crew of a freight
train.

Engineer Gibson and fireman Little left Toronto during the
dark of night with a MNorthern Railway freight for Gravenhurst.
Gibson’s charge was not an ordinary locomotive from the pool, but
ong on which the company had installed a new sxpevimental spark
arvestersxk on the stack. apparently the spark arrvester had not
wov ked properly on another engine and it was suspected that the
angine itself was at fault. Gibson and Little were golng out with
the arvester on thelr sngine to give it another Lry.

All went well until they reached McFee’s grade, a heavy grade
between Hawkstone (about 7 miles south of Orillia) and Orillia,
when all of a sudden the "furnace door was blown wviolently open,
and a sheet of flame filled the cab." When they reached ths next
station Gibson found that the screen over the arrvester had bscoms
plugged with small cinders over which soot had also settled,
preventing a proper draught on the boiler. aAlso as a result, the
axhaust of stsam from the ovlinders had nowhere to sxit and as a
result pressurized the firebox causing the door to blow open. after
cleaning the screening Gibson and Little headed off Tor the
remainder of the trip to Gravenhurst, arviving at 11 PM.

The next day’s departure was delaved for some time as there
had been a smash~up on the wharf and it wasn’t until four in the
afternocon that the mess was cleansd up and they were able Lo lesave.
Just south of Orillia on the same McFee’s grade Gibson later
reported that "the sxhaust stopped Jjust as though I had shut her
off. From the Toronte "Mail":

"Tust  about this time the fivebox door agalin blew open
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accompanied with a blinding flash of flame and "a shower of red hot
coals was driven out like so much grapeshot.” Little, the fiveman,
was in the tender at that moment and missed the blast, but Gibson
was nob so lucky. HMe was trapped in his seat and failed in his
attempt to open the forward window in the cab and escape out onto
Lhe yunning board. Getting back fto ths tender was out of the
gquastion. The locomotive was still running at twenty miles an hour
propelled by the momentum of the train and causing the frse-
wheeling cvlinders to act as alv pumps blasting a continucus stream
of flames out the firsbox door. Gibson then tried the side window
and by climbing out and resting with one arm on the roof of the
cab, he was enabled to prevent his body fram being burnt. One foot,
howewver , was inside, and though protected by the boot. was badly
burnt., During all this time he held bravely on to the lswver until
one of his fingers was almost burnt through, and he could hold on
ne longsy. Me had not sufficient powsr, from the position in which
he was in, toe shut off the steam., and the engine kept rattling
along at about the same speed. Gibson feeling that he was growing
weaker every minute determined fto make an affort to reach the
tender, as his clothes were being burnt off him. Closing his sves,
therefore, he again entered the cab, rushed through the smoke, and,
lifring the cover from the tank, plungsd in."

When he came out of the tank he found had been burned
considerably ., but was able to instruct Little to check the wabter
gauge and also to see 1If the injector was working properly. és
Lthese were, the engine was reverssad back Lo Orillia where Gibson
wag attended by a doctor with a reasonable prognosis for a
Y ECOVery .

The paper notes that Gibson’s action likely prevented the
Frelight from colliding with a scheduled northbound express. Gibson
had been an engineer with the Morthern Railway for twelve vears and
had previously serwved in the British navy on board the "Excellent".

x  Toronto "Mail", Monday, August 14, 1882

¥k oan excellaent book on the development of the steam
locomotive is "A History of The amevican Locomobive ~ Its
Development: 1830-1880", by John H. White, Jr., Dowver
Publications, veprinted from the 1968 original . Showing all
azspects of development of the Morth american steam
locomotive, there is a section on smokestacks and spark
arresters, with a page depicting 57 different spark

arvesters.
SHRC Mesting Coordinator: Mike %Swos - {708 B&66~5593
SNRC Treasurey: Garth Harris - (705) 9698158
SHNRC "TRAX" Editor: &l Stacey {708 8EBE~9849

Deadline Tor submissions to TRAX, the 15th of the month.

Take a voungster train-watching today.



