IRaX
MEWSLETTER OF THE SUDBURY NORTHERN RAILROAD

March —~ 2006

March, 20046 Maeblng

Garth Harris has wvolunteered to host the March meseting of
the Sudbury Novthern Rallroad {(SNRC) on Tuesday, Mar. 14, 2006, at
7i30 #M,. Instructions to reach Garth’s house at 4436 Noesl Crescent
in Val Therese ave: drive north on Hwy 6% Morth (as it used Lo be
known) through vVal Careon, past Dominion Dyive and, Jjust befors the
highway curwves sharply to the right (sast) at the Pilzza Hun, turn
vight (east) on Shivley, vight on Dee and onto Moel Crescent.
Garth’s phone number is 96981588 if vou gebt lost.

February , 2006 Mesting
Mo mesting was hsld in February due to lack of interest.

Meeting Scheduls -~ 2006
Jan. &l Melarnson -~ held mesting
Y o S nothing held
Mav . Garth Harris
apy . DicksRichard Gattoni
May Mike Svos

SERL e e ke w i wa nothing scheduled

JCh . e nvnnenwws NOothing scheduled

e Irain Show

DaC. v e nothing scheduled
Upcoming Events {(see below for further details)
Sudbury Modular exhibits at Pilonser Manor ........ May 14 & 15, 2006
Midland Railway Club 18th annual Train Show...... May 27 & 28, 2006

SHMRC Club News
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Free Swag - Mayvh

SNRC member Dale Wilson rvelates that he had & call from Ray
Sauires, a Tormevy membsy, who has some wvidsos which have besen
converted Trom &mm movies, as well as & book on Pennsylvania
Rallway operations. Dale savs Ray will give them to anvone who
wants them and presumes thsy are free Tor the picking up. Ray’s
mhone number is 566-4937

Long-Tims Member
Mext month’s TRaX will have an update on long-time membsey
flbert Delongchamp’s whevreabouts,

Corrvection on 2006 Membership List
Trevor Ross’s phone number is 983 - 9602, not as shown.

Modulay News {courtesy Richard Lefsbwvwre)
The Modular Club has a new member, Kerry Leach, who Jjoined
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about the end of January.

The Modular Club will again set up at Ploneer Manor for the
2006 Mother’s Davy weskend, HMay l4th and 15th. Last veav'’'s
presentation was much appreciated by the vesidents. Members of all
the local model railway clubs avre encouraged to drop by and viesw
the lavout and lend a helping hand. Our seniors lavgely helped to
maks Canada the country it is and deserve a show of interest and
a few words.

The Club eressented a framed photograph to the Plonser Manor
managenant showing six club members and a resident with his
cdaughtey and son-~in~law posing in front of the lavout.

The Midland Railway Club is holding their 18th annual Train
Show in Midland, Ontaric on May 27th and 28th. Some of the Midland
club came up to the sSudbury show last MNovember and viewsd some of
the local lavouts. Richard savs he will have further details and
thinks it would be nice if some of the Sudbury folks veciprocate
by going down to their show. A van may be arvangsd. Watch TRaxX for
details.

Richard savs there will bs a new exhibitor at the Train Show
this Fall.

Rail News in General

CN_Mints Mons

Fyom the Toronto “"Star" business section it is lesarnsd that
Canadian National Rallway Co. has had a successful fourth guartey
in 2005 with a 14% increase in profits. Shares will split two for
one, alwars a sign of a profitable operations. Contributing to the
bottom  line was the addition of 8C Rall and Great Lakes
Transportation diwvisions in 2004. Partnerships with Burlington
Morthern and Santa Fe will improve the container traffic at ths
port of Vancouver.

CP Stumbles
Tough times at Canadian Pacific Railway have resulted in
saveral stalff cuts.

I Bed Together

In another sxample of the cosy rvelations betwsen two vivals
whan the almighty dellar rears lts head, CHR and CPR are agreeing
to sharve trackags in British Columbia in orvder to improve
afficiency.

Divect to destination trains will operate into the lower &.C.
mainland starting near Hope, B.C. @liminating vallwavy~to-rvallway
delivery closmer to Vancouvery . CN craws Vancouver-bound for grain
terminals on the south shore of Burrard Inlet will hand over thsir
trainsg to CF ovews near Boston Har, 200 Ekilometers esast of
Vancouwvey , while CP trains heading to port Tacilities on the north
shore will turn over their trains to CN crews at the same polint.

Doc of the Bas
Just before he left for the sunny south Iin Florida, Al
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Melanson left a Tew bits of local rall news,

- INCo has now taken ovey the Mickel sub and the red rovers
now  go oubt to Creighton mine. The (PR are responsible up to
Clarabelle station

- The fudd car had a spot of trouble recently during the heavy
snowfalls. apparvently the Budd’s arve not too good at ploughing out
their own pathways and Doc sald the crew left the Budd at the
station until conditions were improved.

- The vecent heavy snowfalls have caused havoo in the CP vards
as front~end loadsrs try Lo move the snow from one place Lo
another .

~ & de~rallment of 15 cars loaded with stesl on the CPR south
of Mactier resulted in traffic being backed up for four days.

- The bi~directional ryunning is in place with south~bound
traftfic going on CH Lrackage as fTar as South Parvy, while north-
bound comes up on CP trackage. (TReX would appreciate a more
detalled description of the mechanics of this arvangement for
inclusion in an up-~coming TRAX)

Thanks to Doc for this nsws.

Mew Books. Mew Books

First. A Corvechion

I last month’s TRAX "New Books, Mew RBooks’ the Editor of TRax
made a blundevr, likely the Tirst evey, in part of the description
of "When The Steel Went Through' by &, Turner Bone. The story of
the clacking skull cams from this month’s book and is related
baelow.

This month’as book ig “Tales of a Ploneser Surveyor", by Charles
Aoneas Shaw, edited by Raymond Mull and published in 1370 by
Longman Canacda.

Shaw was born in 1853 in Gak HMill outside of Toronto on the
Ffamily farm. He passed his surveying exams abt age 23. abt that time
the tests went Trom Monday morning to Saturday evening. Shaw was
the only candidate out of sixbteen who Lried the test and passed.

Prior to getting his ticket $haw apprenticed in both the
Thunder Bay area (1872) and around the French River (1875 ~ 1877).
These surveys were velated Lo Prime Minister Mackenzie’s land/water
routs Tor the Canadian Pacific Rallway and supsrseded by the routs
propogsed and carvied out by Prime Minister John a&. Macdonald.

Following receiving his ticket Shaw worked his way wesht on
various surveys velated to the CPR’s westward construction. The
story of the skull is told here In Shaw’s words:

"The Indians weve insatiably curious about my work, and would
crowd into the office and stand behind me., =ilent and intent,
watching my every move,. Thelr gaze was disconcerting., and the smell
of their umnwashed bodies utterly rewvolting, vet [ hesitated to
incur thelr resentment by ordering them out. Then, one day, I found
a perfect human skull, bleached by the sun. after fastening on the
lower Jaw with leather hinges I nailed the skull to the wall above
my work table, and van a concealed string te a hidden treadle
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underneath. When my uninvited guests became too noisome I would
work the treadle vapidly with my foot, causing the Jaws to clatter
like castansts. The exodus would be vapild and complete". p. 137

Much like the Bone book, thes Editor of "Tales of a Pionser
Surveyor " provides a very detalled description of laving out a
railway in four stages:; planning, reconnaissance, the twrial line
and actual location survey. aAncther section vepeats some of
Sandford Fleming’s instructions to snginsers in charge of surveying
parties. Without delving into engineeving textbooks these are
probably the best descriptions of vrallway lavoub technigues.

The descriptions of travelling ascross the prairies in the
bitter winter weather and even reaching the point whevre they had
Lo sat a skunk to survive are a Tar cry from todav’s survevors who
arvive at vamote sites by helicopter and are home for suppsr at the
end of the day.

From the Distant Past

A Railway Execursion

Duving July, 1881 a party of gentlemen including lumberman
H.H. Cook, M.P.:; R. Jaffray, Toeronto banker, opromoter of the
Ontavio Sault %$te. Marie Railway and mining propertiss in ths
Sudbury area and members of the press went on an excursion on the
Morthern Railway. Thelry intended destination was Penetangulishene.,

Some of the description of the trip provides a look at the
area during that peviod. Reading the article makes one wondsr how
much timber was lost to forest fires by whatever veason: locomotive
spar ks, settlers’ land claearing, logging and saw-milling
activities., In the words of the reporiter here is some of what hs
had to say after veaching Rarvrie having left Tovonte in ths
merning. Some portions of the article have been edited out.

"Shortly after leaving Barvie the borders of the forest land,
the backuwoods, were entered. At about twelve miles north of the
town the wview was a striking one. The raillway ran along &
compavratively high level, and to the westward sxbtended a plain
covered, as Tar as the eve could rveach, with aspen, hemlock, and
obhey LY&8S. o ewas The wvision extended fTor many miles, and only
terminated with the dim outline of ths Nottawasaga Mountains
bevond, This vidge is of considerable elevation, and onlvy ten or
fourteen davs since snow was still lving in some of the shaded
ravines on its summit. ...... Settlements were few in number, and
for miles somstimes the train van through almost unbroken forest.
At Colwell station the FPenetanguishens branch was taken. all along
this branch the forest prevalled. The stations were clearings wherse
saw~-mills and Immenze piles of lumber indicated the great industry
of the country. Smoke now began Lo obscurs the sky, and very soon
a few small bush Firves were passed. The smoke became denser as we
oroceeded. ... .. Thaen the fires increased in freguency and extent,
and objects at a short distance seemed snveloped in a blus mist.
Standing on the platform of the cars we were Torced to draw breath
as the train swept through the Tlames which skivted the track.




At last when within six miles of Penetangulishens, the train
was brought te a stand still in front of an impenstrable mass of
smoke and Tlame extending to an indefinite distance., .... Tonguss
of flame licked along the ground and up the crackling trees, while
now and thaen a great crash varied the vyeoar of the flames and told
of a Torest glant haven fallen before the destroving elsment. The
man on board the train got out and held a discussion as to the best
course Lo bs taken. It was Tinally decided that the train should
vative to Barvie before the Tlames behind could intevcept retreat.
The train only vetived in time. The baggage car caught firve, but
with a little effort the flames ware extinguished. To Wyvevale,
saveral miles back, our passage was Lthvough at times stifling smoke
and flames. There a lumber wagon was Tound....and off we went
e@asterly to get around the fire. Over the voughest vyoad imaginable,
through & tangle of burned and decaving forest, snveloped in smoke,
we made our way to Wyebridge....... and six miles further on we
vaached by a good voad Midland City."

The party had tea, inspected the rvallway bterminal, the saw
mille of the Canadian Lumber Comoany and, Tinally after a four mile
drive through the forest, reached Penetangulshens.

Notes on the article

- Source of the article is "In The Timbesy Country", Toronto
"“Globe", Wednesday, Julvy 20, 1881.

~ The Pesnetanguishens branch was bullt by the Morth Simcos
Railway Company, incorporated in 1874 and bullt by the
Morthern FRallway and opensd for business at the end of 1878,

- Contemporary maps of the evra {civea 1880) show ths
Penstanguishene branch to begin at Havrison. Colwsell station
is ildentified in a 1994 "Canadian Trackside Guids' as
being 5.5 miles west of Barrvie on thse CM Meaford sub.

-~ Wyavale and Wyvebridge can be seen on Ontario road maps.

- &lthough the Penetangushens branch has besen abandoned for
some time the main line westerly out of Rarvie and the
branch to Collingwood are presently being operated by the
short line Ravvrie Collingwood Raillway of Cando Contracting
Ltd continuing 150-plus vears of rvall service to that area.
{see TRAX 06/085)

- One of the press membsars was a veportar from the Edinburgh
"Scotsman" . Mo comment was vecovded of his ordeal.

- HMistory of the Northern Raillway can be found in Vol. I of
"Canacian National Railwavs - Sixty vears of tvyial and

ervyor”", by G.R. Stevens - Clarke, Irwin, 1960
SHNRC Mesting Coordinator: Mike Svos - {F05) BE6E~5593
SHRC Treasurer: Garth Harvis -~ (705) 949~-8158
SNRC "TRAX" Editor: &l Stacevy - {705 8EE-984%

J
Daadline for submissions to TRaX, the 15th of the month.

Take a voungster train-watching today.

(63



